


ALDERCAR & LANGLEY MILL
PARISH COUNCIL

CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

All Parish Council meetings commence at 6.30pm

Thursday, 24t September 2026
Thursday 29t October 2026
Thursday, 26" November 2026
Thursday, 28t January 2027
Thursday, 26t February 2027

Members of the public are welcome to attend meetings.
There is a fifteen-minute period at the beginning of each meeting

ﬂ when residents may address the Council
®

"q'; The Parish Council office is located at:
(@] 47b Cromford Road
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Telephone: 01157 844369

Denise Green — Office Manager
Email: officemanager@almpc.co.uk

Robert Fernandez — Engagement Officer
Email: engagementofficer@almpc.co.uk

www.almpc.co.uk

Any opinions expressed in articles within this magazine are the opinions of the
authors and may not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Parish Council

Cover image:
The A&LMPC office on Cromford Road
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DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS

Thank you to everyone that contacted us with comments or who
submitted content for this issue of the Parish Magazine. We are always
pleased to hear from readers and to receive items for possible inclusion.

The deadline for items for the next issue is 28t February 2027
(Items received after this date will not be considered).
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CHAIR’S REPORT

Autumn 2026

A NEW CHAPTER FOR THE PARISH

Councillor Sue Fowler has officially taken office as
the new Chair of the Aldercar & Langley Mill Parish
Council. Voted into the role during the mid-2026
council session, Councillor Fowler will lead the
community through the remainder of the civic year ending in 2027.

Clir Fowler succeeds the late Mick Fowkes, the long-serving and highly regarded
former Chairman who passed away in late 2025 and Steve Brown former Chairman
and Vice Chairman who took over from Clir. Fowkes during the interim period.
Supporting Councillor Fowler in her new leadership duties is Councillor Chris
Morrison, who was simultaneously elected as the new Vice Chair.

Councillor Fowler takes the helm at a busy time for the local area. The Aldercar
& Langley Mill Parish Council has undergone several recent changes, including
local by-elections to welcome new councillors and an updated digital presence
featuring a modernised website layout. Another local election will be held on 10
September for the final place on the Parish Council.

The primary responsibilities for the new Chair and the wider council over the
upcoming civic year include:

e Community Advocacy: Representing local resident interests to the
Amber Valley Borough Council and Derbyshire County Council.

e Local Infrastructure: Overseeing localized public services.

e Planning Applications: Evaluating and scrutinising local development
plans submitted within the parish boundaries.

e Public Accountability: Ensuring transparent local governance,
publishing meeting agendas, etc.

Clir Fowler has been a member of the Parish Council for over 26 years, serving
as Chair twice and Vice Chair. Sue was a Civil Servant for 28 years working in
property services for Government Buildings. Clir Fowler also worked for several
years in a Nottingham Job Centre.

Her heart and soul is in Langley Mill where Clir Fowler has lived all her life and
has a passion for serving her local community. Sue also volunteers as Church
Warden for St. John’s Church in Aldercar and has been in post for over 3 years.

Denise Green
(Office Manager)


https://aldercarandlangleymill-pc.gov.uk/
https://aldercarandlangleymill-pc.gov.uk/

CLERK’S CORNER
Summer 2026

Welcome to the latest edition of our Parish Magazine.
As we move into the later stages of the year, we look
forward to the autumn and winter where the Parish has a
number of things planned including further additions to
our bright electric Christmas Lighting scheme, which will
be arriving late November and a visit from Santa at the
Parish Office on Sunday 06 December between 2 —4pm.
Please bring your little ones along for a free present from
Santa.

| would like to congratulate Clir Sue Fowler for her new role as Chair of the Parish
Council and Clir Chris Morrison for his continuing role as Vice Chair.

The office at 47b Cromford Road will be open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursdays
from 9am — 1pm from September. In addition, from 02 November the office will once
again be opening on a Monday from 9am — 1pm. The office is contactable outside of
these hours on our website or via email. (Details on page 2)

We now look forward to the future and the Councill is committed to serving the
residents of our community into 2027 and beyond.

Denise Green
Office Manager

FUTURE EVENTS AT ST JOHN’S CHURCH

by Clir. Sue Fowler, Church Warden, St. John’s Church, Aldercar

August has come and gone and the church has been very quiet through the summer
months. As some of you may be aware we have no vicar, we are 'in vacancy’ as they
call it. However, this has not caused any postponements of our Sunday services, which
we are grateful for. We are now approaching our busy time which is September through
to December. Important dates in our calendar are; 27 September — the Harvest Festival
and our service is being taken by Andrew Whysall. October 4 we have a visit from our
new Archdeacon Emma Sykes. Our Remembrance Service is at 10am on November
8. We also have the children from Aldercar Infants School visiting for their
Remembrance Day service. The children from the Infant School will also be coming for
their Christmas visits — dates to be announced. December 17" at 6.30pm is our Carols
by Candlelight evening.

Everyone is welcome to join us, whether it is for a one-off visit, or you wish to become
a regular visitor — you will be most welcome by our small, but friendly congregation.
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We received a grant from the Parish Council some time ago and I'm delighted to
let you know we have put this to great work. We have involved our members and
encouraged them to help us with a transformation of our outside area. We have
created a fantastic space to be able to expand our training sessions outdoors and
the kids feel a sense of achievement because they helped to create it.

We still have room for further improvements to our outdoor area but our funds
are feeling the strain. | would like to take this opportunity to ask if the Parish Council
are in a position to help us in the form of further funding to continue the great work
we have achieved so far? We would welcome council members to our club to take
a look at where our previous grant has been spent and where we would use
additional funding in the future.

Russ Hallam
Club Secretary
Aldercar and Langley Mill Amatuer Boxing Club

Amateur Boxing Club




East Midlands Combined County Authority

CLAIRE WARD EAST MIDLANDS ;
MAYOR OF THE COMBINED COUNTY Council House
EAST MIDLANDS AUTHORITY Corporation Street
Derby
DE1 2FS

Dear Sir / Madam 27 July 2026

As you will be aware, East Midlands Combined County Authority (EMCCA) took over
responsibility earlier this year for bus operations functions that had previously been the
responsibility of its Constituent Councils (Derby City, Derbyshire County, Nottingham City and
Nottinghamshire County).

The switch over to EMCCA means that it has become responsible for setting the strategy for
buses within the wider transport plan, managing bus service contracts, running the
concessionary travel schemes, coordinating passenger information and overseeing the bus
related infrastructure across the region to create greater consistency for services and facilities
for all bus users, with the aim of growing bus use.

Now that the transfer has taken place, we are in a second phase of transition work to review the
arrangements inherited from the Constituent Councils and to putin place a structure and
improvement programme that is consistent across the region and can deliver the Mayor’s
ambitions to create a single integrated network that can deliver growth in public transport.

As part of this transition work we have recently let a commission to review various elements of
bus shelter provision which is aimed at improving facilities for all bus users. This includes
reviewing options for managing and owning bus shelters across the Derbyshire area in the
medium term. We have asked that the consultants, (ITP Haskoning) get in touch with all
Derbyshire District, Borough, Town and Parish Councils in ownership of bus shelters to seek
their understanding on how current arrangements work in practice and their views on the
various options that may be considered going forward. You should hear from them in the next
couple of weeks.

Future management of bus stations currently operated by District and Borough Councils will be
taken forward later in the second phase of the transition period and will be considered
alongside emerging developments in Local Government Reorganisation.

Please note that there is no predetermined outcome with this work and we will work with
stakeholders in developing a preferred approach. | hope that’s helpful.

Please contact Jon Gouldbourne if you have any feedback or require any further information.
Jon can be contacted via email jon.gouldbourne@eastmidlands-cca.gov.uk

Kind regards

Steve Tough

Head of Bus Infrastructure, Customer and Ticketing.

East Midlands Combined County Authority

@ www.eastmidlands-cca.gov.uk [3<] contact@eastmidiands-cca.gov.uk

Join the conversation and keep up to date through social media channels: @mayoreastmids and @eastmidscca
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FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICES

Your local, family owned and operated Funeral Directors.

As a family independent, we keep our standards high and our fees low

At Booths Family Funeral Services we are an independent, family owned
funeral directors, offering a personal and caring service for all our families.

We offer clear, affordable prices without any compromise on our service.
Whether you're planning something small and simple or a big personalised celebration
of life, our commitment of dignity and respect to your loved one remains
the same throughout.

We ofter all options from Direct Cremations / Burials, Traditional and
Religious funerals to something unique and out of the ordinary.

Whatever your wishes - Whatever your budget
We are here to help.

Direct Cremation - £1,295 (Inclusive of all fees)
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans - Memorial Jewellery and Keepsakes

01773 719300 1 OO
41 Derby Road. Heanor, Derbyshire DE75 7QG £ OFF

www.BoothsFuneralServices.co.uk
info@BoothsFuneralServices.co.uk f




As you may be aware we have 2 allotment sites in Aldercar and Langley Mill. | usually
do an article on our youngest tenant Reagan, who has his allotment on our Cromford
Road site — | have put a photo of Reagan, in as he recently sent me a photo of the
produce he had grown on site this summer. | really wanted to focus on Aldercar Lane
this time as there have been a lot of tenancy changes this year, which happens, but it
is always a sad time when long-standing tenants have to give their plots up due to ill-
health or moving away from the area. When this happens there are always changes
and | wanted to mention the changes taken place at Aldercar Lane Allotments — there
have been new tenants Lianne, Emily and Dawn (as well as others — welcome to all)
who have taken over plots that have, shall we say, needed a little love! They have told
me that they had to remove bindweed, thistles, dandelions, brambles, comfrey,
foxgloves, poppies, glass and other rubble. There are some before and after photos for
you to see the progress they are making. It does time a lot of time and effort to work an
allotment and hats off to them for the difference they have made. They are now enjoying
the benefits of their labor. Things grown have included; potatoes, runner beans,
sunflowers, tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, sweetcorn, carrots, peas, leeks, various
flowers, etc., etc. Lianne has created some raised beds and has had good crops out of
these. Emily says that she had an area which was covered in tarpaulin and she took
some potatoes straight out of her pantry and planted them and hope to reap the rewards
soon! Dawn told me that she has covered a lot of her plot so that she can crack on next
year with planting more outside. However, she is using her polytunnel for growing lots
of potatoes and this will continue throughout the autumn.

SUENTNY



Where was that?

Well, last issue’s puzzle picture proved more difficult than expected, with
only one person daring to take a guess — and even that was wrong!

And this after a few of you had asked for a more up-to-date image,
presumably thinking it would be easier. Well, that didn’t work out, did it?

The only person daring to take a guess was our old friend and
correspondent, Keith Beresford, who thought it was the ‘new’ telephone
exchange on Milnhay Road, that replaced the old one on Station Road.

Unfortunately, that wasn’t correct, so no prize this time. The building in the
above picture was, as | said, opened in July 1984 which makes it far too late
to be the new telephone exchange, which was opened, twenty-seven years
earlier, in June 1957.

So, where wasl/is this building and what was its primary significance?

Well, as you'll see from the
image on the right, where |
have restored the name above
the entrance, itis what was the
new PCL building on Amber
Drive in Langley Mill. And the
primary significance of the
building, ‘which | also asked
for, was that it was, we believe,
the very first building to be
opened on the new industrial
estate.

Before we move on to this month S puzzle plcture let's spend a little time
looking at the Milnhay Road telephone exchange which Keith thought this
building might be.




The first telephone exchange in Langley Mill was opened on Station Road,
just around the corner from Milnhay Road way, way back in 1900. It was
situated in a private house (which is still there) and had a wall mounted
switchboard to cater for just twelve subscribers. As more homes and
businesses adopted the telephone, the Station' Road exchange was upgraded,
first in 1911 to handle 200 subscribers, in 1937 to 344 and in 1946 to 475.
When the exchange was closed in 1957, to make way for the new automated
Milnhay Road one, it had a capacity of 1,100 subscribers.

The new automated exchange had cost £16,000 to build and housed around
£50,000 of equipment.

Now, finally, let's move on to this issue’s puzzle picture. As usual, you need
to tell me where it is and what it shows. Simple as that.

I think you'll find it easier this time, but who knows? Please send your guesses
to: secretary@heanorhistory.org.uk or to the Council office (see page 2).

The Heanor & District Local History Society, from the archives of which this
photograph comes, is dedicated to recording and preserving the history of Heanor
and the area all around, including Aldercar and Langley Mill. It hosts a public
meeting on the second Tuesday of each month between September and May,
commencing at 7.30pm at the Wilmot Centre on Wilmot Street, Heanor. Each
meeting includes an illustrated talk on some aspect of local history that will be of
interest to members. Admission is free to everyone and you do not have to be a
member to join us. Just come along and find a seat, no questions asked.

We'd love to see you there.

For more information about the Society, please visit our website at:

https://www.heanorhistory.org.uk/membership/
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M.T.
BUXTON

PLUMBING & HEATING

01773 714339

www.mtbuxton.com — enquiries @ mtbuxton.com

* BOILER INSTALLATIONS * BATHROOM INSTALLATIONS
* BOILER SERVICING * DOMESTIC
* BOILER REPAIRS * COMMERCIAL

FREE-NO OBLIGATION QUOTATIONS

A A
Fworcester - @ BOSCH
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WHERE AND WHEN...

We meet every Thursday between 6.30 pm and 8 pm at the Potteries
Community hub on the Acorn Centre shopping centre. The sessions are open to
young people between the ages of 11 — 17 years of age. This is a free session
funded by the Amber Valley public health and well-being partnership.

WHO WE ARE...

Blend Youth Project represents the youth provision of Valley CiDS, a Christian
charity established in 2000, which supports children, young people and families
across Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire through community outreach, schools
work, youth work and education programmes. We also have two of the charities
shops, The Lighthouse, next door.

Blend Youth Project offer a wide range of activities and support services
designed to enrich the lives of young people, helping them navigate the
complexities of today’s world, while developing the skills they need to enhance their
life opportunities and build positive relationships. Professional youth workers work
alongside young people to offer them new experiences and support them to feel
safe and valued in their own communities.

WHAT WE PROVIDE...

Professional youth workers work alongside young people to offer them new
experiences and support them to feel safe and valued in their own
communities. We offer a space for young people to play board and card games,
speak to youth workers and make new friends in the local area. We use informal
education through a wide range of activities, targeted support and guest agency
visits. We work alongside the Local PCSQO's, Sexual Health Team and CGL Drug
and Alcohol Support Services. Young people are included in the planning of
sessions and they are themed around concerns from young people and the
community and also impacted by the interests of the young people who attend.

Our focus is on enabling young people to become more active, make informed
health and wellbeing choices, express themselves creatively, develop and engage
with others, and participate in community projects. We provide free refreshments.
WHAT THE YOUNG PEOPLE SAY...

“Our favourite things about the youth club: Playing sports, being with Friends,
the free food, getting to play on the PlayStation.

If we were to describe the youth club in one word, it would be friendly.

We can talk about what we need and we get support. We also get to play our
own music and give ideas on what we want. If we could improve something in the
area it would be the football pitches.”

Jess Rodgers

Branch Youth Worker & Alt-Ed Tutor E: jess@blendyouth FO'_eCt-CO~Uk
Valley CiDS W: www.blendyouthproject.co.uk

- 5 itter:
Blend Youth Project Facebook: /BlendYouth Twitter: /@BlendYouth
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Erewash Canal

14

It all started in the 1960s, when a dedicated group of local people decided that
enough was enough. They saw a beautiful piece of our industrial heritage at risk of
being lost and, with determination, hard work and a lot of enthusiasm, they picked
up their tools and began rescuing and restoring the northern end of our lovely
Erewash Canal.

Their passion led to the formation of the Erewash Canal Association. These early
pioneers believed that this canal belonged to the community, and thanks to them,
and the many people who have followed, we can still enjoy this wonderful waterway
today.

As a trustee of the Erewash Canal Association, | often reflect on how lucky we
are to have our lovely Erewash Canal on our doorstep. Opened in 1779 (with our
250th anniversary fast approaching), it was once a busy industrial route, carrying
coal and goods that helped shape the towns and villages along its route. Today, it
provides a peaceful green corridor for wildlife, walkers, boaters and everyone who
enjoys spending time beside the water.

Our canal is where history and nature sit side by side. The towpaths offer the
chance to slow down, enjoy the changing seasons, watch the wildlife, spot boats
passing through the locks or simply take a quiet walk away from the rush of
everyday life.

At Langley Mill Basin, where the Erewash, Nottingham and Cromford canals
meet, we have some wonderful reminders of our industrial past, including the
historic Toll House and Victorian Pumping Station. Throughout the year, we open



these buildings to the public,
giving visitors the chance to step
inside, discover their stories and
learn about the important role our
waterways played in shaping our
local communities.

Further along the canal at
Sandiacre, the historic Lock
Cottages open regularly on the
third Sunday of each month.
Visitors are welcomed in to
explore this unique building for
free, enjoy homemade refresh-
ments, meet our knowledgeable
volunteers and discover the
fascinating stories behind the
canal through our displays of heritage, history and artefacts.

What makes our Erewash Canal truly special is the connection it creates. It
brings together people who love history, nature, walking, boating and simply
enjoying this wonderful space on our doorstep. Whether you visit our events, share
photographs, pick up litter on your walks, tell others about the canal or simply stop
for a chat, you are helping to build a community that cares.

The future of our canal belongs to all of us. The Erewash Canal Association
continues to support its protection and improvement, alongside the amazing work
of groups such as the Friends of Cromford Canal, working towards restoring more
of the historic Cromford Canal, and the Friends of Bennerley Viaduct, who continue
to care for our magnificent “Iron Giant”.

If you haven’t already, please follow the Erewash Canal Association on
Facebook and Instagram, or visit our website, to discover events, open days and
ways to get involved. We would love to welcome you, hear your stories and share
our passion for this very special place.

b ks_ﬁc v

Santa will be popping into the Parish Offices at 47b Cromford Road on Sunday
06 December from 2.00pm — 4.00pm. So please bring your children to meet Santa
and his helpers. There will also be Disney/Pixar characters walking around
Cromford Road for photo opportunities and the snow machine will be back.

It is an exciting time for our younger children and a visit to Santa is what all
little boys and girls love. Santa will be giving out a free Christmas present to
each child!



Cromford Road
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| thought it was time to put the spotlight on the Cromford Road businesses around
the Parish Council Office. As most of you will be aware, the Aldercar & Langley Mill
Offices are situated at 47b Cromford Road, opening times are on the door. You are
welcome to come and visit for poop bags, booking Council Trips, Allotment requests,
website information and any queries relevant to the Parish’s jurisdiction. However, even
if it's not parish business, we will try and point you in the right direction to resolve any
problems. Our presence has been on Cromford Road for over 3 years now and always
have local information in our windows and on our noticeboards located around Aldercar
& Langley Mill on Upper Dunstead Road, Station Road and Amber Drive at the entrance
to the Cricket Ground.

You have probably noticed the changing face of Cromford Road around the Parish
Office. We have Style It, Hairdressers at number 49, who have been on Cromford Road,
in its current position, for over 12 years. You are ensured of a warm welcome from
Leanne and staff for all ladies and children’s cutting and styling requirements open
Tuesday - Saturdays. Next door, recently opened, is V & R Bargains at number 51.
Vicky and Rob will show you around their store where you can find toys, sweets and
home fragrances, etc. Opening hours are displayed on the window.

Coming soon at 47a Cromford Road you will find The Bridges Tap — a Tap room
selling local brews to drink in or take away. Around the corner on Cromford Road/Unit
1a Dean Street is Ghost Barbershop for all men’s hair and beard styling. Open 9am
onwards Tuesdays — Saturdays. At Unit 2 Dean Street is The Hub Private Personal
Training Studio — Fully private training facility 1 — 1 and group training sessions.
Opening times see website. Antoinettes Boutique have now moved to new premises in
Eastwood, but there are plans to soon fill the shop with a new business.

Further along Cromford Road towards ASDA is Shop-4-U a large well established,
fully stocked convenience store with newspapers and off-licence. A little further along
at number 35 is NG16 Barbershop for men’s/children’s hair and men’s beard
maintenance. At number 23 you'll find the Go Local grocery store selling every day
essentials and fresh Asian groceries and fresh meat.

Basilia is situated at number 23. Cathy and her staff will welcome you to their
delicatessen and coffee shop, with café garden outside, which opens daily from 8.30am
for breakfast — 3.00pm, except Sundays.

The Bunny Hop Ale House, 19 Cromford Road, with indoor and outdoor seating, open
Wednesdays to Sundays with live music most weekends.

The Royal Gurkha Restaurant is at 2 Cromford Road serving Nepalese and India
cuisine eat in or takeaway — see website for opening hours.

Scarsdale Vets Station Road/corner of Cromford Road — treat all pet species, open
Monday — Saturday from 8.30am.

These are just a few of the many businesses on the lower end of Cromford Road, but
it is an insight to what you all have on your doorstep and these local businesses need
your support.
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NOTICE OF ELECTION

AMBER VALLEY BOROUGH COUNCIL

Election of a Parish Councillor

for the parish of

Aldercar & Langley Mill

e Aby-election is to be held for ONE Parish Councillor for the
Parish of Aldercar & Langley Mill.

o Nomination papers had to be delivered to the Returning
Officer at the Council Offices Town Hall, Ripley by
Thursday 13 August 2026.

e Applications to register a vote had to be in for Monday 24
August at Town Hall, Ripley.

o If the election is contested the poll will take place on
Thursday 10 September 2026.

o Application to vote by proxy at this election must reach the
Electoral Registration Officer at Town Hall, Market Place,
Ripley DE5 3BT by 5pm on Wednesday 02 September
2026. Some applications can be made online:
https://www.qov.uk/apply-proxy-vote

e Applications to vote by emergency proxy at this election
must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at Town Hall,
Market Place, Ripley DE5 3BT by 5pm on Thursday 10
September 2026.

Simon Gladwin
Returning Officer
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HOBSON’S CHOICES

A short story by Marissa Mellors

This Tuesday began like every other Tuesday; Nell set
out for the café on Brewers Lane, positively giddy at the
prospect of an afternoon filled with mundane small talk. Nell
adored trivial chatter, pointless musings, questions that no
one really truly cared about the answers to.

Nell was acutely aware that ‘Hobson’s Choice’s’ offered
very little in way of actual choices for a café; they served
some of the worst sandwiches Nell had witnessed since
before rail privatisation, and a lacklustre selection of hot
drinks.

The owners, Derek and Beryl Hobson, had neither the g %
time nor the inclination to make ‘fancy’ coffee - and that - R
suited Nell. What they lacked in barista skills they more than made up for in chatter. Nell
never drank her coffee anyhow.

Predictably, these afternoons became much of a muchness; Derek would often
discuss the lack of street cleaning — lamenting the absence of ‘adequate leaf clearance’;

‘Have you seen the leaves on the pavements?’

‘Death trap! We’re only at the beginning of October! You wait until those leaves turn
to slippery mulch...’

‘Mrs Morgan broke her right hip when she slipped on leaves like that! She’s never
been right since; she’s got one leg shorter than the other now - poor woman walks like
she’s wearing a stiletto on her right foot and a plimsoll on her left’.

Despite the banality of the interactions, and repetition, (she’d heard about Mrs
Morgan’s short right leg at least 10 times), Nell adored the conversations she had with
both Derek and Beryl. In fact, Nell and Beryl had recently spent a good hour debating
the merits of woollen socks vs woollen mix; Beryl had presented a fairly robust argument
in favour of the latter.

No-one bothered Nell with light-hearted, trivial conversation since her husband’s
death. Well-meaning relatives, and once close friends, usually led with asking how she

was. How she was coping.

Nell’s replies were almost always ambiguous. Vague.



‘Fine’, she’'d say.

Or her go to: ‘I'm getting there | think'.

She was not fine, and was most definitely not ‘getting there’, wherever ‘there’ was.
Truth be told, she didn’t want to be ‘fine’. Being ‘fine’ would forever be in the absence of
Joe, which was more than her shattered heart could bear. After her husband’s passing,
Nell had attended what felt like every grief support group within a 100-mile radius and
gained little in the way of support for said grief. What she had gained on each of those
crushingly boring evenings spent in cavernous church halls, however, was a renewed
appreciation for most types of cake and a couple of dress sizes. Grief permits some
people to bake extraordinarily well, it turned out.

Matthew had watched the same beautiful woman turn the corner onto Brewers Lane
every Tuesday and Thursday for 6 months. When she first walked past his tattoo shop,
he’d assumed she’d missed the admittedly quite poor signage for the entrance.

Instead, she reappeared across the street, seated at a faded Formica table, in the
empty café. He watches her chattering away, to whom - he has no idea. Derek and Beryl
Hobson had died within 2 days of one-another, in 1968. The café had closed that same
year and then sat empty and untouched for the best part of 50 years; a time capsule of
sorts. It was remarkably well-preserved, considering the time which had elapsed.

His Grandparent’s had spoken often of Derek and Beryl. They'd tell Matthew how the
proprietors of the café on Brewers Lane had married within months of meeting one-
another and remained happily married for many years.

The café had been a port in the storm for many. People who had lost loved ones,
found their lives upended, blindsided by grief with their lives irreversibly changed. When
normality seemed impossible, and the simple act of leaving your house was
overwhelming, Derek and Beryl offered mediocre coffee, questionable sandwiches and
comforting chitchat.

Matthew made two decisions there and then.

He would start taking a lunch break, He was hungry, and self-employed. Both
excellent arguments for taking a lunch break and taking it whenever you fancied; he
would then walk across the road to the lovely woman with the sad eyes and say hello.

He pushed open the door to the café, heavy with age and grime, and stepped inside.

Derek paused his conversation momentarily, ready to greet the heavily tattooed man
who had just entered the café.

‘Afternoon son — what can we get you?’



ALDERCAR & LANGLEY MILL PARISH COUNCIL
USEFUL CONTACTS

Amber Valley Borough Council .......................coo. 01773 570222
Bounty (Pregnancy advice) ...............cocoeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiene, 0800 316 9341
Future Homescapes (General Enquiries & Emergency Repairs) ... 0300 4562531

www.futureshg.co.uk

Homelessness .... 01773 841400

ESCaAPe ... 01773 765899
(Amber Valley & Erewash Domestic Abuse Support Service) or 0800 0198668
Breakout (Young Persons Substance Misuse Service) ............ 01332 349867
or 0800 5871455

Connexions Derbyshire ..................c.ocooiiiiiiii 0115 930 2636

(An information, advice and support service for all 13 to 19 year olds

and for people up to 25 who have learning difficulties or disabilities or both.)
CrimeStOPPErS .......uiiniiiiiii e 0800 555111
(Enables people to pass on information about crime, completely anonymously;
calls cannot be traced.)

Derbyshire County Council ...................oooiiiiiiiiiin. 01629 580000
or 0800 198 668

POLICE ...t 0345 123 3333

Emergencies, please dial 999

Non-emergencies, please dial 101

Needle & Syringe hotline .......................cooiiiiiiii 0800 0925 131

R.S.P.C.A. distressed animal/cruelty line ........................... 0300 1234 999

SPODA .o e 0800 0685 718

(Supporting anyone whose life is affected by some else’s drug use)

Unity Derbyshire ..o 0845 1302 271

(A drugs and alcohol agency offering a fully integrated service.
Outreach sessions in Belper.)

Victim Support ... 01773 719500

COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES

Amber Valley Borough Council Building regulations, bus shelters, Council Tax,

Telephone: 01773 570222  concessionary fares, dog wardens, housing (referrals),
planning matters, recreation parks, refuse collection,
recycling, registry office, register of electors.

Derbyshire County Council Consumer advice, education, libraries, public rights of
Telephone 01629 580000 way and footpaths, Social Services, street lighting,
Trading Standards.

Aldercar & Langley Mill Allotments, bus shelters, floral displays in the parish,

Parish Council Hall Road and Godkin sites, grants to local organisations,

Telephone: 07949 646000 maintenance schedules for public rights of way and
footpaths, supplementary street and footpath cleaning,
consultation on Parish planning matters, organisation of
monthly Parish Council meetings to which the public are
welcome to attend.




