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CALENDAR OF COUNCIL MEETINGS 

ALDERCAR & LANGLEY MILL PARISH COUNCIL 
2016/17 

 
The November Parish Council meeting will be held at Neal Court Community 
Centre, off Andrews Drive, Aldercar, Langley Mill NG16 4HQ (access from 

Upper Dunstead Road). Meetings start at 6.30pm. 
 

24th November 2016 
The Parish Council does not meet in December 

26th January 2017 (see page 5) 
23rd February 2017 (see page 5) 

23rd March 2017 (see page 5) 
 
 
 
 
 

The Parish Council offices are located at: 
Bailey Brook House, 

Amber Drive, 
Langley Mill, 

Derbyshire NG16 4BE. 
(Bailey Brook House is the first building on the right  

as you enter Amber Drive from Aldred’s Lane.) 
 

The Parish Council office is open for public visits as follows: 
Tuesday to Thursday - 9.00am and 1.00pm 

Telephone: 01773 717119 
www.aldercarandlangleymillparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Email: clerk@aldercarandlangleymillparishcouncil.gov.uk 
 

 

Cover picture: Cromford Road Festival. July 2016  
Photograph: Paul Mason 

Cover pip cture: Cromford Road Festival. Julyy 2016
PhPhotograph:: PaPaul MMassonn

The opinions expressed in articles within this magazine are the opinions of the 
authors and may not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Parish Council. 
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There is a fifteen-minute public participation period at the beginning 
 of each meeting, when residents may address the Council. 

See Page 5 
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REPRESENTATION OF THE PEOPLE ACT 1985 (21(1)(a)) 

PARISH OF ALDERCAR & LANGLEY MILL – COUNCILLOR VACANCY  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a vacancy has occurred in the Office of 
Councillor for the Parish of Aldercar & Langley Mill. The position will be filled by 
a co-option made by the Parish Council. 

If you wish to apply or require further information, please write or e-mail to the 
address below: 

Clerk to the Council, 
Bailey Brook House, Amber Drive, 
Langley Mill, Derbyshire NG16 4BE 

Telephone:01773-717119 
E-mail: clerk@aldercarandlangleymillparishcouncil.gov.uk 

Deadline for applications is 30th November 2016 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
August 2016 
 
Welcome to the November Magazine.  I hope you 
enjoy reading it and that it keeps you informed of 
what is going on in the community and the future 
plans of your Parish Council. 

Following the success of the trips to Scarborough 
and Blackpool in the summer, the Parish Council are 
organising a bus trip to York in the lead up to 
Christmas. If you would like to come and join us and 
experience the festive market, details for booking are set out later in the magazine.  
Early booking is recommended as I’m sure it will soon sell out.  

I cannot believe how time flies and that we are now heading into the winter once again.  
The dark nights are upon us and I urge everyone to take care as the weather turns. So 
turning now to winter issues, this year due to resources, the Parish Council will not be 
routinely supplying bags of grit but we will do our best to help out in an emergency. 
However, we are as usual to deliver a gift of Christmas biscuits to over 65’s. Sit down, 
relax by the fire and enjoy a hot drink with a biscuit on us. 

The Parish Council will be arranging for the installation of Christmas lights as usual and 
this year and in response to public requests there will be more variety. They will 
certainly brighten the festive street scene and keep us all bright eyed in wonder as the 
children count down the days for a visit from Santa. 

The Parish Council have been inundated with compliments this year on the floral 
displays and we intend to continue this into next year.  The flower arrangements were 
exceptionally beautiful this year and my thanks go to the contractor for their efforts.   In 
response to this success the Council are looking into the installation of a central flower 
bed at the ASDA traffic roundabout which will be maintained year round. This will 
provide a much needed display of colour to the environment. 

At long last development is now to take place at the former Co-operative dairy building 
on Cromford Road.  This is welcomed by the Parish Council and should tidy the area 
up for residents as the old site was particularly untidy due to vandalism. Also welcomed 
is that the former Flour Mill on Cromford Road is now at the detailed planning stage 
and again this redevelopment is of benefit to the community at large. 

My Civic Service is now booked for Sunday 4 December 2016 at St John’s Church, 
Aldercar, Langley Mill, Derbyshire, NG16 4HB at 3:00pm. For those of you who have 
not attended the Civic Service before, may I say it is fun event and a great way to 
celebrate our wonderful community.  You are all welcome to attend.  
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I would also like to mention that by hard work and effective management the Parish 
Council do have a small level of reserves and monies earmarked for small grants.  If 
you represent a local organisation that helps or supports the community and are in 
need of funding for a particular item, please get in touch.  Additionally, residents are 
welcome to suggest improvements that the Parish Council could finance in the village. 
Now is the time to speak up as we are currently planning ahead for the next financial 
year. 

The Parish Council actively encourages members of the public to attend our meetings 
and to contact us to tell us what you think.  My fellow Councillors and I are committed 
to improving Aldercar and Langley Mill and serving you. Help us to help you by talking 
to us. Remember - It is Your Parish Council. 

Finally may I wish you and your families all the best over the coming festive period and 
a prosperous and peaceful new year. 

Cllr Mick Fowkes 
Chairman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

              WE’RE ON THE MOVE! 
 

 
 
 
 
This will provide the Council with access to an on-site meeting room, with full access 
for the disabled, in which its monthly Council meetings will in future be held. It is 
anticipated that the Council meetings will move to this new location for the January 
2017 meeting. 
 
The cost implications to the Council are minimal with the rental being on a par to that 
paid at its current home. 
 
Over the past year the Parish Council, with the help of our Parish Clerk, has made 
substantial savings in its running costs by streamlining the way it does things. This 
move is a continuation of the process. 

During the next few of months your Parish Council will be 
moving its office to a new home in the Langley Mill Business 
Centre on Amber Drive. 
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County Councillor Paul Jones with County Councillor Caitlin Bisknett 
who officially opened the first phase of the multi-million pound 

Aldercar High School rebuild 

 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR PAUL JONES 
 
I hope you have all enjoyed the summer break  
 
I was pleased to be invited to the official opening of the new 
£7.4 million phase one rebuild of Aldercar High School. It 
certainly was an eye opener to see such a radical change 
from the old Vic Hallam building, which I am sure many of 
you spent happy times in, to this modern spacious 
accommodation. This new environment, along with the 
enthusiastic new head teacher I am convinced will do nothing 
but benefit our children and community. I am pictured below 
with County Councillor Caitlin Bisknett who opened the new 
build.  
 
I was pleased to help the bingo group who meet at the 
Children’s Centre on Bailey Brook Drive to obtain 7 folding trestle tables and 15 meeting 
chairs from redundant stock that the County Council had. It is nice to see this furniture 
being recycled and helping one of our valued community groups.  
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Following my last article there has been some interest in the Community Funding 
which I referred to. I am still keen to hear from community groups about help they may 
be assisted with   
Examples of the type of activity which could be eligible for support include: 
 

� buying tools and equipment to support activities such as developing a 
community garden which could also be loaned or shared with other groups for 
community events 

� renovating community buildings which result in increased local use 
� setting up community-based sustainable eating projects 
� covering start-up costs for new groups such as residents' associations 
� funding training activities to encourage more people to volunteer 
� the scheme would run for two years and councillors would be asked to identify 

proposals for their allocated spend as a matter of urgency 
 
If you have any ideas please contact me, with an outline of the proposal, by email at: 
paul.jones@derbyshire.gov.uk   
 
The County Council have approved grants of more than £1.2m to voluntary and 
community groups. It follows a 12-week consultation which looked at how we allocate 
money from our adult care budget to organisations providing a range of support to 
older and vulnerable people. 
 
The consultation looked at the future of grant funding to groups providing non-statutory 
and statutory services − including counselling for adults with relationship difficulties, 
bereavement services and exercise classes. 
 
Representatives from voluntary and community organisations and people who use their 
services were involved in extensive discussions. 
 
It was agreed, the County Council will commit to supporting these groups up to 31 
March 2018 − with no guarantee of future funding − and will help them to find money 
from other sources to support their ongoing work. 
 
As well as the grants, the Council also agreed four further reports to fund statutory 
services to: 
 

� Set up a two-year advocacy service to support older and vulnerable adults 
(£320,000)  

� Launch services for people who are hard of hearing across the county 
(£59,200)  

� Develop services for people with mental health issues including one-to-one 
and telephone support and self-help (£384,695)  

� Commission a three-year British Sign Language support service for deaf and 
hearing impaired people (£38,750)  
 

Cllr Paul Jones 
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CHRISTMAS BISCUIT GIFT 
 

As with previous years, the Parish Council is 
pleased to announce that it will be continuing 
with its initiative of gifting a free box of biscuits for 
anyone resident in the Parish aged 65 and over. 
 
To obtain your gift you must register with the 
Parish Council before the 5th December 2016. 
So, if you are a resident of the Aldercar and 
Langley Mill Parish and are 65 years of age or 
over, then please get in touch. Last year around 
300 people applied for the free gift. 
 
To register, please contact the Parish Council by telephone, letter, e-mail or call in and 
see us. Gifts are limited to one per household. 
Contact details are on page 2 of this magazine. 
 
N.B. Even if you have registered in previous years, you will still need to register again to 
receive your biscuits owing to data protection limitations. 
 

 

WINTER GRIT DISTRIBUTION ENDS 
 

This year, the Parish Council, has decided it will NOT be 
continuing with its winter initiative of providing free bags of 
grit. However, if you have mobility problems and find 
yourself in difficulties due to particularly bad weather 
conditions during the winter, please contact the Parish 
Council and we’ll do what we can to help. Contact details 

are again on page 2. 
 

The Parish Council is responsible for the maintenance of some of the grit bins 
around the Parish (with DCC maintaining the others) and we will endeavour to see that 
these bins remain well stocked throughout the winter.  

Cllr Clive Booth 
 

SNOW BUDDIES 
 

Derbyshire County Council is promoting a ‘Snow Buddies’ scheme which the Parish 
Council is pleased to support. 
 
You can become a 'snow buddy' by checking on elderly and disabled neighbours and 
relatives to make sure they're ok and have enough heat and food to see them through 
any harsh spells of winter weather. 
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any harsh spells of winter weather. 
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CHRISTMAS BISCUIT GIFT 
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CROMFORD ROAD SUMMER FESTIVAL 2016 
 

Sunday, the 7th July saw the annual 
summer festival return to Cromford Road. 
Here we share some pictures of the well-
attended event, thanks to roving 
cameraman, Paul Mason.  
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Maurice and Betty outside their Peel Street shop in 1988 

MAURICE’S CHIP SHOP 

Oops, we got it wrong.  
 
In the previous issue of this magazine we referred to the proprietor of the fish and chip 
shop on Peel Street as Ernie – but as practically everyone in the village knows, it was 
Maurice. We offer our sincere apologies for the slip up and to balance the books, as it 
were, we include here a more detailed piece about Maurice’s business, which was 
commonly accepted to provide the best fish and chips in the area (some would say the 
world). 
 
Maurice was actually Maurice Whysall, a Langley Mill man who started the business in 
1946. He had been a miner at Moorgreen Colliery in Nottinghamshire, where he lost a 
leg following an accident with a conveyer belt. He was fitted with a heavy metal 
prosthetic leg which sat tight to his groin and which would cause him pain and 
discomfort if he stayed on his feet too long. This may come as a surprise to many of the 
people who used his shop for Maurice would never speak of his disability. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was on the advice of his mother, who had the business acumen to see that a 
simple grocery business might struggle in a time of rationing following the war, that 
Maurice turned to chips to earn his living. ‘Fry chips more often!’ she told her son – 
and that’s exactly what Maurice did. He employed the Jesse Robinson company of 
Nottingham to build a frying range in the premises to compliment a small gas stove 
with just two burners that was already there. The whole lot ran on gas that was 
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Betty Whysall with the carriage clock 
presented to her and Maurice by grateful 

neighbours and customers. 

supplied via a coin operated meter that required feeding regularly with big, pre-
decimal pennies. Maurice was therefore always on the lookout for the coins and 
would maintain a ready supply. 

Another acquisition for the new business was a large, iron-framed churner that would 
peel the numerous potatoes required by the business, by tumbling them in a large 
drum. This was eventually replaced by a smaller peeler. 
 
Maurice went on to marry Betty and for thirty years they worked together in the shop 
providing fish, chips and groceries to the folk of Langley Mill. They would open the 
shop four evenings (Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday) and three 
lunchtimes (Thursday, Friday and Saturday) each week.  
 
In the early days licensing laws meant that the local pubs closed at 10.00pm, so it 
was usually the case that they were shutting up shop for 10.30pm or shortly 
afterwards after the rush. Later though, the licensing hours were extended and 
Maurice and Betty had to change their own operating hours to midnight closing to 
cater for their clientele who were leaving the pubs later. 
 

The grocery side of the business 
expanded towards the end of their retail 
careers as Maurice and Betty came to 
offer more and more goods to their 
customers. Maurice would always wear a 
white warehouse coat whilst serving fish 
and chips, but whilst working in the 
grocery part of the business he would 
swap it for a brown one. It is the lasting 
image of this which remains with many 
people and has led to the light-hearted 
comparison with Albert Arkwright of the 
‘Open All Hours’ television comedy 
series. But if Maurice was Arkwright then 
Betty, by her own admission, must have 
been Granville.  
 

Maurice and Betty finally closed the shop 
and retired from the fish and chip business 
in September 1990. Maurice passed away 
in September 2008 at the age of 85, but 

his wife, Betty, continues to reside in the village. When their neighbours and 
customers learnt that the business was to close after 46 years they organised a 
collection and bought Maurice and Betty a carriage clock in appreciation of their 
years of service to the community.      

Cllr. Clive Booth 
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SO, WHO WAS ERNIE? 
 
Now that we’ve ascertained beyond all doubt that it was Maurice who ran the Peel 
Street fish and chip shop (see previous pages), then who exactly was Ernie to whom 
the author of last month’s article erroneously allocated the role? 
 
Well, this was probably a gentleman who lived on the street and who was a frequent 
customer in the shop. We know that this Ernie was a train driver who used to drive the 
coal train from the Ormonde Colliery at Loscoe to the railway sidings in Langley by 
passing under the road bridge near to the Mansfield Road / Holbrook Street junction. 
 
Maybe you can tell us a little more about Ernie? We’d love to hear from you. 

The 1900 Ordnance Survey map above shows where the Ormonde coal train would 
have been driven. The railway line that exits the picture to the left hand side goes under 
Mansfield Road then on to Falls Road in Heanor and the Ormonde Colliery at Loscoe. 
The coal laden trucks from Ormonde Colliery would be brought down this line to the 
railway sidings near Heanor Junction ready for onward transportation to their final 
destination. Heanor Junction was situated at the bottom of Lee Lane in Langley.        
 
The line that branches from the Ormonde Line marked ‘Heanor Goods’ Branch can be 
seen crossing Mansfield Road over a level crossing that was sited near to the 
Greenacre Avenue junction. This branch line ran to Bailey Brook Colliery.  
 

Cllr. Clive Booth 
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BUILDING CONTRACTOR ANNOUNCED 
FOR HEANOR HEALTHCARE PROJECT 

 
The contract to build the new Heanor healthcare building on the site of the former 
Heanor Memorial Hospital has been awarded to East Midlands firm A&S Enterprises 
Limited. 
 
A&S Enterprises are based at Lancaster Court, Lancaster Park, Burton upon Trent, and 
have an established track record in the construction of NHS healthcare premises. 
William Jones, chief operating officer for Derbyshire Community Health Services NHS 
Foundation Trust, on behalf of the Heanor healthcare redevelopment, said, "We are 
delighted to be able to announce the award of the contract for this important project and 
we look forward to celebrating the start on site in the coming weeks.” 
 
The start on site is now expected to be in early November with plans for a turf-cutting 
ceremony to be announced soon. The project will take 12 months to complete. 
 
The total cost of the project will be around £3.5m, incorporating not just the building 
costs but all the associated costs of fitting out, preparing and opening the new building 
ready for patient care. 
 
Jonathan Leese, marketing manager for A&S Enterprises (www.aandsenterprises.co.uk), 
said, "We have a wealth of experience in healthcare projects including Ilkeston Medical 
Centre and Ilkeston Community Hospital. The majority of our workforce are from Derby 
and we are keen to use local companies on our projects. Our contracts manager lives 
just 3 miles away so this is very much a local project for us.”  
 

HEANOR MEDICAL CENTRE 
UPDATE 
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WHAT HEANOR’S NEW HEALTHCARE 
FACILITY WILL BRING 

When the new building opens in late 2017 it will be a base for a wide range of outpatient 
services including: 

� Gastroenterology 
� Trauma & Orthopaedics 
� Dermatology 
� Gynaecology 
� Rheumatology 
� Ear, Nose & Throat 
� Audiology 
� Pre-operative assessment. 

The new building will also be a base for services from Wilmot Street clinic. All the 
services from there will be provided at the new building, including: 

� Podiatry 
� Phlebotomy (blood tests) 
� Community services. 

Derbyshire Community Health Services NHS Foundation Trust is leading the project, as 
the organisation responsible for the redevelopment of health services on the site of the 
former Heanor Memorial Hospital.  

The old memorial hospital, which opened in 1925, was demolished in October 2015 as 
unfit for the delivery of modern healthcare, after findings of asbestos initially forced its 
closure in September 2013.  

Amber Valley Borough Council formally approved plans for a single storey purpose-built 
health development, as a base for a range of health services for the local community, at 
the end of November 2015. 

You can follow the progress of the project on Twitter #HeanorHealthNewEra.  
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The trip is initially open only to residents of the Aldercar & Langley Mill 
Parish, but non-residents may apply for tickets and will be allocated 

them if any seats remain unfilled. 

Join us on a Christmas Coach Trip to the historic walled city of York to enjoy 
the pleasures of the city’s renowned Christmas Festival on . . . 

 

THURSDAY, 1st DECEMBER 2016 
Fare: £10.00 

Non-Parish residents: £12.00 
 

Leaving from outside Shop4U, Cromford Road 
at 7.30am prompt 

Leaving York for return journey at 5.00pm 
 

To book seats, please contact the Parish Council office.  
BOOK EARLY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
Contact details are on page 2 of this magazine.  

(Please note the proviso at the foot of this page)  
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DON’T MISS IT! 
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DON’T MISS IT! 



    EVERYTHING STOPS FOR TEA 
 

 
 
On Sunday 28th September, 
Langley Mill United Cricket Club 
arranged an afternoon tea for its 
senior members.  
 
As a club it prides itself on 
providing free cricket to 
youngsters, so it thought it would 
also give something back to its 
more senior supporters, as a 
thank you for their tremendous 
support over the years.  
 
 

 
The afternoon tea was a 
great success thanks to the 
help of the Club’s fantastic 
volunteers.  
 
As the 2016 season comes 
to an end members and 
players are already looking 
forward to the 2017 season!  
 

Cllr Steve Brown 
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IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE 
 

Would you like to advertise your business in this Parish Magazine, 
which goes free to every household and business within the 
parish? 

 
If you would like to advertise, please send your draft copy to the 
Parish Council office (address on page 2) for consideration. The 
Council reserves the right to reject advertising, at its discretion, 

without explanation.  
 

Prices are: half page £25, full page £50. 
 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS 
 

Thank you to everyone that contacted us with comments or who submitted content for 
this issue of the Parish Magazine. We are always pleased to hear from readers and to 
receive items for possible inclusion. 
 

The deadline for items for the next issue is Wednesday, 4th January 2017
(items received after this date will not be considered). 

 

 

QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY SOUVENIR COINS 
 
 
 

 

On the 21st April this year Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
celebrated her 90th birthday 
making her both our longest lived 
monarch and longest reigning 
monarch. 
 
In recognition of this memorable 
milestone, the Parish Council 
gave commemorative coins to 
every child of Infant and Junior 
School age in the village. 
 
Pictured are pupils of Langley Mill 
Junior School (l-r Megan, Scarlett, 
Mick, Thomas and Jaydan with 
Parish Council Chairman, Mick 
Fowkes, following distribution of 
the commemorative coins. 
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Useful Contacts 
 
Amber Valley Community Safety Partnership ………………... 01773 841652 
Amber Valley Borough Council …………………………………. 01773 570222 
Bounty (Pregnancy advice) ……………………………………… 0800 316 9341 
Future Homescapes (General Enquiries) ……………………… 01773 573100 
Future Homescapes (Emergency Repairs) ………….………… 0800 3283159 
Homelessness ……………………………………………………… 01773 573100 
Escape ……….……………………………………………………… 01773 765899 
(Amber Valley & Erewash Domestic Abuse Support Service) ……... or 0800 0198668 
Breakout (Young Persons Substance Misuse Service) ……………… 01332 349867 
                  or 0800 5871455 
Connexions Derbyshire ………………………………………. … 0115 930 2636 
(An information, advice and support service for all 13 to 19 year olds  
and for people up to 25 who have learning difficulties or disabilities or both.) 
Crimestoppers ……………………………………………………… 0800 555111 
(Enabling people to pass on information about crime, completely anonymously;  
calls cannot be traced.) 
Derbyshire County Council ……………………………………… 01629 580000 
                  or 0800 198 668 
Police ………………………………………………………………… 0345 123 3333 
   Non emergencies, please dial  101 
   Emergencies, please dial  999 
Needle & Syringe hotline …………………………………………. 0800 0925 131 
SPODA ……………………………………………………………….. 0800 0685 718 
(Supporting anyone whose life is affected by some else’s drug use) 
Unity Derbyshire ………………………………………………..…. 0845 1302 271 
(A drugs and alcohol agency offering a fully integrated service. 
Outreach sessions in Belper.) 
Victim Support ……………………………………….…………….. 01773 719500 
 
Council responsibilities 
Amber Valley Borough Council Building regulations, bus shelters, Council Tax,  
Telephone: 01773 570222 concessionary fares, dog wardens, housing (referrals), 

planning matters, recreation parks, refuse 
collection/recycling, registry office, register of electors. 

Derbyshire County Council   Consumer advice, education, libraries, public rights of way 
Telephone 01629 580000  and footpaths, Social Services, street lighting, Trading 

Standards. 
Aldercar & Langley Mill  Allotments, bus shelters, floral displays in the parish, Hall 
Parish Council Road and Godkin sites, grants to local organisations, 
Telephone: 01773 717119 maintenance schedule for public rights of way and 

footpaths, street and footpath cleaning, consultation on 
parish planning matters, organisation of monthly Parish 
Council meetings to which public are welcome to attend. 


